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(Narrowing the development gap in rural and urban communities :

lessons and experiences among us)
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- Session 3

: (7#1) “Sharing Experience In Regulatory Reforms for Rural

and Urban Development"
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At the group discussion three, participants presented and discussed
about the provided theme, “Sharing Experiences in Regulatory Reforms
for Rural and Urban Development.” However, as the topic on the
regulation is still a huge one, participants were encouraged not to
confine themselves to its narrow sense. Three keynote speakers from the
Philippines, Japan, and Cambodia, and one lead discussant from Myanmar
led the session. Representatives from other countries also actively
presented their comments during the session.

Participants touched a variety of topics, among others, land reform
including the issue of land title, community development, regional
settlement, processing and export of agricultural products, infrastructure,
etc. Various means for narrowing gaps between urban and rural areas
were also mentioned, such as legislation, shuffling of governmental
organizations, establishment of national and sectoral developmental
strategic plans, empowerment and human resource development, and
direct support programs (e.g. Poverty Reduction Fund in Laos).

They recognized that, with regard to the agriculture and rural
development, one should pay attention to the issues of both
"over-regulation” and “under-regulation”; from the perspective of business
opportunity of private sector, investment should be promoted through
deregulation, meanwhile, considering the mostly disadvantaged
circumstances of the people in rural areas, protection of rural economy
and society should be secured through appropriated regulatory measures.

It came up with the conclusion that the role of the state is very
crucial because of its authority to establish strategies, laws, proper public



organizations, and approach to rural development.

Finally, participants agreed that the EAF is an excellent opportunity
to share information and development experiences among member
countries, and therefore it is necessary to gather and accumulate them in
a more systematic way, and the cyber secretariat will work as a
wonderful gate of experience sharing.



